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Security Incidents 
 

Africa 
Mali 
08 March 2015: A peacekeeper from Chad and two children were 
killed, and other people injured, when the MINUSMA base in the 

northern town of Kidal was hit by some 30 rockets. The assailants 
remain unknown. More information on BBC and Thomas Reuters 
Foundation. 

 
30 March 2015: Gunmen killed an ICRC driver and injured a Mali Red 
Cross worker during their journey across northern Mali towards 

Niger to collect medical supplies for Goa hospital. The militant 
Islamist group Mujao told AFP it carried out the attack. More 
information on Reuters and BBC. 
 

Asia 
Afghanistan 

02 March 2015: Five staff members of Save the Children were 
abducted by unknown gunmen in the southern province of Uruzgan 
as they were travelling towards Surkhab district. More information 
on Afghanistan Times. 

 
Myanmar 
10 March 2015: Police officers attacked a Free Funeral Service 

Society ambulance with batons, after students had jumped into it 
during a police measures to break up a student demonstration. The 
students were taken to hospital with head injuries. PHR. 

 
30 March 2015 (update): the Red Cross worker injured in the attack 
on a convoy transporting displaced people in February has died of 

his injuries. More information on Yahoo news.  
 
Pakistan 
17 March 2015: The anti-polio campaign has been suspended in 

Mansehra district after two female health workers were shot dead, 
alongside their police escort. They had administered vaccines in the 
village of Danna Sheikaba, in Mansehra’s Tal Kot area in Kyber 

Paktunkhwa at the moment of the attack. More information on 
Hindustan Times, The New York Times, and Tribune. 

 
This monthly digest comprises 
threats and incidents of 
violence affecting the delivery 
of humanitarian assistance. It is 
prepared by Insecurity 
Insight from information 
available in open sources. It 
complements resources that 
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Worker Security Database, 
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analysis about attacks against 
aid workers. 
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http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-31788395
http://www.trust.org/item/20150308122752-nq5yo/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Expresso+9th+March+2015&utm_content=Expresso+9th+March+2015+CID_cd4d916c7077cd9815b63306cc059a2e&utm_source=Campaign%20Monitor&utm_term=At%20least%20three%20killed%20in%20north%252
http://www.trust.org/item/20150308122752-nq5yo/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Expresso+9th+March+2015&utm_content=Expresso+9th+March+2015+CID_cd4d916c7077cd9815b63306cc059a2e&utm_source=Campaign%20Monitor&utm_term=At%20least%20three%20killed%20in%20north%252
http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/03/30/us-mali-attacks-idUSKBN0MQ25F20150330
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-32123695
http://afghanistantimes.af/5-ngo-staffers-kidnapped/
http://physiciansforhumanrights.org/blog/assault-on-medical-workers-in-burma-reminiscent-of-dictatorship.html
http://news.yahoo.com/myanmar-aid-worker-dies-convoy-attack-wounds-073840368.html
http://www.hindustantimes.com/world-news/three-polio-workers-shot-dead-in-pakistan/article1-1327410.aspx
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/03/18/world/asia/gunmen-kill-health-workers-from-pakistan-polio-drive.html?_r=0
http://tribune.com.pk/story/855787/anti-polio-drive-maximum-number-of-refusal-cases-in-peshawar/
https://aidworkersecurity.org/
https://aidworkersecurity.org/
http://eisf.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0305fcf5f593745538d4db025&id=61f5382e3a&e=1b36518f3c
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18 March 2015: Unidentified gunmen killed one health worker and injured another in Bajaur Agency, 
Nawagai tehsil on the second day of a three-day anti-polio drive in Kamangara area, near the Pakistan-
Afghanistan border. More information on Dawn. 

 

Middle-East 
 

Syrian Arab Republic 
29 March 2015: Two GOAL workers were seriously injured during an air strike in northern Syria. One of 

the staff members is in a critical condition. The other will need extensive reconstructive surgery. A third 
Syrian staff member suffered non-life threatening injuries. Read more Irish Mirror, Irish Times and 
Independent. 

 
Yemen 
19 March 2015 (update): Reuters reported that the French woman abducted on 24 February 2015 was 
released. The French press, however, said that only her Yemeni interpreter was freed. No other report 

suggests that Isabelle Prime has been liberated.  
 
26 March 2015: Reuters reported that a doctor was killed and pulled from under the rubble of a 

damaged clinic in Sana’a on the first day of Saudi airstrikes against Houthi rebels. Thomas Reuters 
Foundation. However, the Amnesty International report on the impact of the air strikes on the Beni 
Hawat residential area does not include a description of a damaged clinic. Amnesty International. 

 
30 March 2015: On the fifth day of air strikes, 40 people were killed in the Al-Mazraq IDP camp in 
northwestern province of Hajjah. MSF representatives working in the Haradh hospital where the injured 

were treated, said the camp was hit by Saudi airstrikes. UNHCR confirmed the incident but did not say 
who struck the camp. Yemen’s foreign minister believes that the camp was hit by Houthi artillery fire. An 
Al Jazeera correspondent said that the displaced were ethnic Houthis driven from their homes by the 
2004 offensive. Witness say that there are Houthi among the civilian population. More information Al 

Jazeera.  
  

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Total of new incidents reported 

(from open sources) 
Country Staff affected 

Kidnappings 1 Afghanistan Assumed local 

Deaths 3 Pakistan, Mali 
Local, health workers, 

driver 

Injured 4 Mali, Syria 
Local, health logistics, 

essential aid 

http://www.dawn.com/news/1170353
http://www.irishmirror.ie/news/world-news/two-goal-workers-seriously-injured-5425789
http://www.irishtimes.com/news/world/middle-east/two-goal-aid-workers-seriously-injured-in-syria-air-strike-1.2157691
http://www.independent.ie/irish-news/news/three-goal-aid-workers-injured-in-syria-shelling-31104126.html
http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/03/19/us-yemen-security-france-idUSKBN0MF11O20150319
http://www.20minutes.fr/monde/1567035-20150319-yemen-francaise-isabelle-prime-liberee-assure-mere
http://www.trust.org/item/20150326070846-udlur/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Expresso+26+March+2015&utm_content=Expresso+26+March+2015+CID_0b01c6a9ffe78634ef973972721a693f&utm_source=Campaign%20Monitor&utm_term=Saudi%20Arabia%20allies%20launch%20air%20str
http://www.trust.org/item/20150326070846-udlur/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Expresso+26+March+2015&utm_content=Expresso+26+March+2015+CID_0b01c6a9ffe78634ef973972721a693f&utm_source=Campaign%20Monitor&utm_term=Saudi%20Arabia%20allies%20launch%20air%20str
https://www.amnesty.org/en/articles/news/2015/03/yemen-six-children-killed-in-saudi-arabian-airstrikes/
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2015/03/dead-airstrike-refugee-camp-north-yemen-150330131111582.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2015/03/dead-airstrike-refugee-camp-north-yemen-150330131111582.html
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Security-related access restraints 
 

Africa 
Libya 

16 March 2015: The town of Sirte has become highly insecure. The 166 Battalion said it evacuated 
foreign health workers from the Ibn Sina hospital to Misrata (Phil Star). Elsewhere it was reported that 
30 ISIS fighters from the Tafkiri group stormed the hospital when the health workers waited to be 

evacuate, took 20 foreign health workers hostage, and later released them on the conditions that they 
would stay in Sirte to treat wounded ISIS fighters CNN. The Philippine press reported that four Philippine 
nurses had been taken to a safe place by friends, a measure which had earlier been reported as ISIS 

abductions AP.  

 
  Asia 

Myanmar 
The Kokang area, in the northern part of the Shan state, remains insecure due to continue fighting 
between government troops and ethnic Chinese Kokang rebels. More information on BBC. 

 
Middle-East 
Yemen 
27 March 2015: The Saudi Arabian-led assault against Houthi rebels has disrupted the delivery of 
humanitarian aid in the country, as leading UN agencies and some NGOs suspended aspects of their 
operations and the ICRC has not been given permission to deliver medical supply to treat war wounded. 

Most expatriate staff has been evacuated and local staff continue to work as far as possible to maintain 
key services. More information on IRIN News, The Peninsula Qatar, Thomas Reuters Foundation and  
Reuters. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.philstar.com/headlines/2015/03/18/1434881/dfa-4-pinay-nurses-libya-safe-not-kidnapped
http://www.foxnews.com/world/2015/03/18/militants-loyal-to-isis-capture-20-foreign-doctors-nurses-in-libya/?intcmp=HPBucket
http://edition.cnn.com/2015/03/17/world/isis-libya-kidnapped-medical-workers/
http://asiancorrespondent.com/131439/philippines-4-filipino-nurses-in-libya-safe-not-kidnapped/
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-32126918
http://m.irinnews.org/Report/101292/Yemen-at-War-Lifesaving-aid-blocked-by-airstrikes
http://thepeninsulaqatar.com/news/middle-east/329275/un-staff-left-yemen-capital
http://www.trust.org/item/20150328102550-vj5ue?view=print
http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/03/31/us-yemen-security-redcross-idUSKBN0MR19220150331

