The Aid Security

Monthly News Brief

Security Incidents

Africa

Central African Republic

01 April 2015: Médecins Sans Frontieres (MSF) office and staff
accommodation in the northern town of Kabo was attacked by
unidentified gunmen, who fled with several valuable items.

Democratic Republic of the Congo

23 April 2015: Three employees of a private demining company
contracted by the United Nations Mine Action Service (UNMAS) are
believed to have been kidnapped near Kibumba, north of Goma.
Nobody has claimed responsibility. The inddent occurred in the
context of alleged incursion by Rwandan forces into the DRC. BBC,
Yahoo News and Thomas Reuters Foundation (TRF).

Guinea

According to the International Federation of Red Cross and Red
Crescent Societies, only one Ebola response worker was abuse in
April. This is a considerable amelioration from up to ten reported
incidents at the beginning of the year. Over the past weeks, health
workers have made special efforts to explain their work to
communities. AllAfrica.

Kenya

01 April 2015: Ten unidentified gunmen attacked the compound of
the education NGO Windle Trust in the Dadaab refugee complex in
Hagadera, near Garissa. A teacher from the nearby Hagardera
Secondary school was killed and three security guards injured. Daily
Nation. Such attacks have been common recently.

Mali
There have been several suicide and hit-and-run attacks on the UN
missionin northern Mali in April.

01 April 2015: Unidentified attackers shelled the Angoso base of the
UN Multidimensional Integrated Stabilisation Mission in Mali
(MINUSMA). The attack killed a child and injured a peacekeeper.
TRF.
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http://www.msf.org/article/central-african-republic-msf-suspends-part-its-activities-kabo-after-attack-its-facilities
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-32444860
http://news.yahoo.com/three-members-un-mission-kidnapped-eastern-dr-congo-201336937.html
http://www.trust.org/item/20150424134455-yl2mc?view=print
https://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/press-releases/africa/guinea/enhanced-community-engagement-helps-reduce-attacks-on-red-cross-volunteers-in-guinea/
https://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/press-releases/africa/guinea/enhanced-community-engagement-helps-reduce-attacks-on-red-cross-volunteers-in-guinea/
http://allafrica.com/stories/201504150996.html?viewall=1
http://mobile.nation.co.ke/counties/one-killed-Dadaab-Hagdera/-/1950480/2672634/-/format/xhtml/-/crvs71z/-/index.html
http://mobile.nation.co.ke/counties/one-killed-Dadaab-Hagdera/-/1950480/2672634/-/format/xhtml/-/crvs71z/-/index.html
http://www.nepjournal.com/masked-gunmen-kill-one-injure-three-in-refugee-camp-attack/
http://www.trust.org/item/20150402002706-xes4w/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Expresso+2+April+2015&utm_content=Expresso+2+April+2015+CID_104a414683abbd90b10aa3d79f78541d&utm_source=Campaign%20Monitor&utm_term=UN%20government%20troops%20come%20under%20atta
http://eisf.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0305fcf5f593745538d4db025&id=61f5382e3a&e=1b36518f3c

15 April 2015: A suicide attacker attempted to drive a vehicle with explosives into the same UN base
near Gao. He was stopped at the gate but the incident killed at least three civilians and injured nine
peacekeepers. TRFand UN News Centre.

17 April 2015: A UN supply convoy was stopped by gunmen near the town of Gao. Two drivers were
killed and a third convoy memberwas injured. BBC.

20 April 2015: Another UN convoy was attacked. UN News Centre.

23 April 2015: A MINUSMA vehicle struck an explosive device in the north-eastern region of Kidal. Seven
UN peacekeeperswere wounded. UN News Centre.

28 April 2015: Members of the Tuareg rebel group shot bullets towards UN peacekeepers. Tension had
been growing between rebels and government troops in the Timbuktu Region. The Tuareg stated that
they mistook the peacekeepers for government army officials. Nobody was wounded. The New York
Timesand TRF.

Somalia

Mid-April 2015: According to AllAfrica, seven local and foreign humanitarians working for a French relief
agency and a money transfer company were kidnapped in the southern region of Gedo by a group of
heavily armed men, thought to be al Shabaab.

20 April 2015: Seven people were killed, among them four UNICEF workers when a roadside bomb
exploded in Garowe, in north Puntland. Five UNICEF workers were injured (UNICEF, OutbreakNews). Two
of the dead worked on polio eradication. Al Shabaab claimed responsibility. UN, UN Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, News24 (1), News24 (2), Reuters, The New York Times and TRF.

South Sudan

01 April 2015: Three local UN World Food Programme (WFP) workers went missing in the Upper Nile
State. They left Malakal with a food convoy travelling towards Melut. Ethnic fighting broke out on that
route that day. Reuters, TRF, Radio Tamazuj.

April 2015: Two aid workers were detained for several hours alongside 15 contracted commercial trucks
drivers. Radio Tamazuj.

Sudan

9 April 2015: A UNDP minibus was hijacked by unidentified gunmen in the neighbourhood of Hay
Almattar in the capital of Nyala, South Darfur State. The driver was threatened at gunpoint and ordered
to drive the vehicle out of town. Sudan Tribune.

Asia

Afghanistan

10 April 2015: Five Save the Children workers were found in the district of Chanarto in Uruzgan Province.
The group had been kidnapped by Taliban militants on 3 March. They were killed when the kidnappers’
demands for prisonerrelease were turned down. The Guardian, TRF and Yahoo News.

19 April 2015: A group of unidentified gunmen abducted 19 local deminers in the south-eastern province
of Paktia and stole four vehicles. ToloNews.
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http://www.trust.org/item/20150415154817-n4wey/?source=jtOtherNews3&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Expresso+16+April+2015&utm_content=Expresso+16+April+2015+CID_7ec4bc828b9f7da96fbe767fff7272e3&utm_source=Campaign%20Monitor&utm_term=At%20least%20three%20kil
http://www.un.org/apps/news/printnews.asp?nid=50588
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-32366032
http://www.un.org/apps/news/printnews.asp?nid=50685
http://www.un.org/apps/news/printnews.asp?nid=50685
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/05/01/world/africa/attacks-on-un-force-add-to-unrest-in-mali.html?_r=2
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/05/01/world/africa/attacks-on-un-force-add-to-unrest-in-mali.html?_r=2
http://www.trust.org/item/20150428115409-ywwl6?view=print
http://allafrica.com/stories/201504132540.html
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_81639.html
http://outbreaknewstoday.com/polio-workers-killed-in-somalia-21801/
http://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=8556
https://docs.unocha.org/sites/dms/Documents/21%20April%2015%20USG%20Aid%20worker%20security.pdf
https://docs.unocha.org/sites/dms/Documents/21%20April%2015%20USG%20Aid%20worker%20security.pdf
http://www.news24.com/Africa/News/At-least-9-killed-in-bomb-attack-on-UN-vehicle-in-Somalia-20150420
http://www.news24.com/Africa/News/Somalia-Shabaab-claims-bomb-attack-on-UN-bus-20150420
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2015/04/puntland-attack-150420053836792.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/04/21/world/africa/somalia-shabab-unicef-attack.html
http://www.trust.org/item/20150422121334-tw94z?view=print
http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/04/22/us-southsudan-unrest-idUSKBN0ND25P20150422?mkt_tok=3RkMMJWWfF9wsRokvaXOdu%2FhmjTEU5z17e4vT%252%E2%80%A6
http://www.trust.org/item/20150422121334-tw94z?view=print
https://radiotamazuj.org/en/article/three-aid-workers-missing-south-sudans-upper-nile
https://radiotamazuj.org/en/article/three-aid-workers-missing-south-sudans-upper-nile
http://www.sudantribune.com/spip.php?article54574
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/apr/11/afghanistan-bodies-aid-workers-save-the-children
http://www.trust.org/item/20150411103413-cr3uw/
http://news.yahoo.com/five-abducted-aid-workers-killed-afghanistan-145925952.html;_ylt=AwrBJR9D7ilVdGIAkhzQtDMD
http://www.tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/19146-unknown-gunmen-abduct-19-deminers-in-paktia

12 April 2015: According to Afghan Online Press, Taliban militants torched a health clinic in Alinegar
District in the eastern province of Laghman. (Nodirect linkto the story is available).

Pakistan

23 April 2015: The United States of America (USA) announced that two previously-abducted aid workers
had been accidentally killed in a drone strike on an al Qaeda compound close to the Afghanistan-
Pakistan border last January. Warren Weinstein, a US national, was kidnapped in 2011. Giovanni Lo
Porto, an ltalian, was held hostage since 2012. The Irish Times, The New York Times (1). For information
specificallyonthe victimsvisit Foreign Policy and The New York Times (2) respectively.

Middle-East

Syrian Arab Republic

01 April 2015: The Islamic State (ISIS) took control of most of Yarmouk Refugee Camp for Palestinians, a
few kilometres away from President Assad’s palace in the republic’s capital Damascus. According to
Amnesty International, at least 18 civilians, including one humanitarian worker, have been killed by
sniper fire or aerial attacks since the invasion. Six volunteers were injured when one of the two
functioning medical facilitiesin the camp, the Palestine Hospital, was struck by a missile. The Guardian.

07 April 2015: Two Syrian Arab Red Crescent volunteers, one from the Edlib the other from the Maaret
al-Nouman branch were killed while retrieving bodies and setting up shelter respectively. International
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC).

07 April 2015: A member of Caritas Syria died at his home in Aleppo when his apartment collapsed
during heavy shellinginthe neighbourhood.

12 April 2015: A school in a rebel-held area in the city of Aleppo was destroyed in an air strike led by the
Syrian security forces. Nine people, including five children, were killed. TRF.

Yemen
31 March 2015: A Yemen Red Crescent Society was killedinthe governorate of Ad Dali". ICRC Blog.

03 April 2015: Two Red Crescent volunteers were shot dead by a sniper while evacuating wounded in
Adeninto an ambulance. Newsweek. The ambulance was taken by the attackers. NPR and MISF.

April 2015: According to undetailed information from UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human
Rights (UNHCHR), eight hospitals were hitin Sana’s, Sa’da, Dhale and Aden.

16 April 2015: \VISF stated that an explosion took place near the emergency surgical unitin Aden, causing
minor damages to the building, and putting health staff and patients at risk.

20 April 2015: The offices of International Medical Corps (IMC) were damaged in the air strike which
injured six staff members. A warehouse with medical supplies was also hit.

20 April 2015: One of Oxfam’s warehouses containing humanitarian supplies was hit in the northern
Houthi stronghold of Saada Governorate. TRF.

20 April 2015: The Sana’a office of Action Against Hunger where 15 staff were working was damaged in
air strikes, but nobody was injured.

The Aid Security Monthly News Brief —April 2015


http://www.aopnews.com/yest.html
http://www.irishtimes.com/news/world/us/obama-apologises-for-drone-strike-killing-of-two-aid-workers-1.2186643
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/04/24/world/asia/fatal-blunder-was-apparent-in-aftermath-of-drone-strike-in-pakistan.html?emc=edit_th_20150424&nl=todaysheadlin%E2%80%A6&_r=0
https://foreignpolicy.com/2015/04/24/weinstein-family-worked-with-pakistan-in-failed-effort-to-free-missing-aid-worker/?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email%E2%80%A6
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/04/24/world/europe/american-drone-strike-italian-aid-worker-giovanni-lo-porto.html
https://www.amnesty.org/en/articles/news/2015/04/syria-barrel-bombs-and-sniper-attacks-compound-misery-of-civilians-besieged-in-yarmouk/
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/apr/10/yarmouk-is-being-annihilated-palestinians-in-syria-are-left-to-their-fate
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/yemen-syria-red-crescent-workers-killed
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/yemen-syria-red-crescent-workers-killed
http://www.caritas.org/2015/04/caritas-mourns-colleague-killed-in-syria/
http://www.trust.org/item/20150412161654-jr5a8/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Expresso+13+April+2015&utm_content=Expresso+13+April+2015+CID_f074e507df1185b4da7d272a4e98694f&utm_source=Campaign%20Monitor&utm_term=Monitor%20says%20Syrian%20army%20bombs%20Ale
http://blogs.icrc.org/ilot/2015/04/07/yemen-syria-red-cross-and-red-crescent-movement-condemns-killing-of-four-more-red-crescent-workers/
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/yemen-syria-red-crescent-workers-killed
http://www.newsweek.com/yemen-faces-humanitarian-disaster-aid-workers-flee-320268
http://www.npr.org/2015/04/14/399641283/aid-workers-face-challenges-in-yemen-as-humanitarian-crisis-continues
http://www.msf.org/article/yemen-crisis-update-%E2%80%93-27-april-0
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=15836&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=15836&LangID=E
http://www.msf.org/article/yemen-msf-receives-30-wounded-after-airstrikes-huth
http://www.internationalmedicalcorps.org.uk/airstrikes-in-sanaa-yemen-injure-international-medical-corps-staff-and-damage-humanitarian-warehouse/
http://oxfam.ca/news/oxfam-condemns-coalition-bombing-of-a-warehouse-containing-vital-humanitarian-aid?mkt_tok=3RkMMJWWfF9wsRokvaXNe%2B%2Fhmj%E2%80%A6
http://www.trust.org/item/20150420054659-ikhc8/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Expresso+20+April+2015&utm_content=Expresso+20+April+2015+CID_03cb141f09d6c4d294b487bf7a11bbb6&utm_source=Campaign%20Monitor&utm_term=Aid%20agency%20Oxfam%20condemns%20Saudi%20ai
http://actionagainsthunger.org.uk/node/654

24 April 2015: A large piece of shrapnel landed 30 metres away from a public hospital in Haradh where
MISF staffers were treating wounded. The attacks led to a mass movement of the population, among
them several health workers from the hospital.

April 2015: Armed groups have seized hospital ambulances in Aden. One hospital is said to be without
any ambulances International Business Times.

Total of new incidents

reported Country Staff affected
(from open sources)

IKidnapoings 3 DRC, Somalia, 3 International deminers, 7 unspecified
pping Afghanistan humanitarians, 19 local deminers
- WEFP kers,
Missing 2 South Sudan, Sudan 3 convoy workers

UNDP driver during hijacking
Teacher in education project, 2 supply
truck drivers, 4 UNICEF workers, 5
kidnapped INGO workers, 2 kidnapped
aid workers”, unspecified humanitarian
worker, 2 SARC volunteers, 1 Caritas
worker, 3 YRCS workers®
Security guards, 5 UNICEF workers,

Kenyal, Mali, Somaliaz,
Deaths 11 Afghanistan, Pakistan,
Syria®, Yemen*

Kenyal, Somaliaz, Syria,

Injured 4 volunteers at a health facility, 6 IMC
Yemen
staff
Detained 1 South Sudan 2 humanitarian workers

Security-related access restraints

Africa
Central African Republic

MISF evacuated its foreign staff to the capital and suspended some its medical activities in Kabo Hospital
in response to the incidentthat took place on 1 April (see above).

OHCHR suspended one of its employees for passing a confidential report to prosecutors in France,
detailing sexual abuse of boys by French peacekeepingtroops. The Guardian.

Kenya

Up to 70 health workers fled Garissa following the widely reported University Massacre on 2 April.
BuzzFeed News.

In response to the attack, Kenya’s Deputy President William Ruot asked the UN High Commissioner for
Refugeesto close the refugee complex of Dadaab withinthree months. The Government believesthat

' Thesearethesameevents.

> Thesearethesameevents.

* 4 separateincidents.

* 2 separateincidents.

> The information was released in April. The deaths occurred inJanuary.
®2 separateincidents.
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http://www.msf.org/article/yemen-population-flees-haradh-latest-attacks-leave-11-dead-and-67-wounded
http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/yemen-red-crescent-volunteers-killed-ambulances-stolen-fighting-between-houthis-government-1495794
http://www.msf.org/article/central-african-republic-msf-suspends-part-its-activities-kabo-after-attack-its-facilities
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/apr/29/un-aid-worker-suspended-leaking-report-child-abuse-french-troops-car?CMP=share_btn_fb
http://www.buzzfeed.com/jinamoore/terrorized-kenyan-town-loses-doctors-nurses#.ahnv1X4JE

al Shabaab extremists are hiding inside the camp. It remains unclear whether he spoke for the
government. BBC, TRF and UN News Centre.

Somalia

Kenya suspended the licenses of 13 Somali money transfer companies on 8 April. The anti-terrorism
measure wants to curb the financing of the hard-line Islamist group al Shabaab but also affects
humanitarian agencies who use such money transfer services to sustain their humanitarian and
developmentinterventionsinside Somalia. TRF.

South Sudan

Renewed clashes in the Upper Nile State affected humanitarian access in the vital weeks before the
May-June rains. TRF. MISF suspended some of its outreach activities due to the violence. WFP suspended
its food aid deliveries following the disappearance of its convoy staff (see above). ZeeNews.

On the third week of April, several international aid organisations evacuated some staff from the rebel-
controlled town of Pagak to Juba. Members of the former vice president Machar’s rebel group allegedly
occupied NGO compounds in search of accommodation during their one-week leadership conference in
the area. Sudan Tribune.

Asia

Afghanistan

On April 11, the US Embassy in Afghanistan issued a security warning that militants planned to launch a
series of attacks against NGOs operatingin a numberof provinces. OSAC.

Myanmar
On 21 April, local relief workers were barred by military checkpoints from providing assistance to 100s of
internally displaced villagersin Kyauktaw Townshipin the state of Arakan. The Irrawaddy.

North Korea

Early in April, North Korea expelled a US aid worker over allegations of propaganding against the country
under the pretext of humanitarianism. The woman is the founder of the Los Angeles-based Wheat
Mission Ministries and began work inside North Korea in 1989 in response to the famine. Reuters, LA
Timesand UPI.

Europe

Ukraine

Pro-Russian rebels closed down the offices of the International Rescue Committee (IRC) in Donetsk.
Masked gunmen, working for the state security ministry of the self-proclaimed Donetsk People’s
Republic, raided and searched their office in the rebel-held city of Donetsk. They accused IRC of spying
and hiding spy equipment in their offices. Several staff members were briefly detained and then
transported to Kiev. BBC.

Middle-East

Syrian Arab Republic

The UN Security Council and the ICRC have called on ISIS to allow humanitarian and medical aid to the
population inside the ISIS controlled Yarmouk refugee camp. Access to the area has been difficult since
October 2014. TRF (1), TRF (2), BBC.
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http://zeenews.india.com/news/world/south-sudan-attacks-on-aid-workers-worsening-crisis-un_1583154.html
http://www.sudantribune.com/spip.php?iframe&page=imprimable&id_article=54777
https://www.osac.gov/pages/ContentReportDetails.aspx?cid=17415
http://www.irrawaddy.org/burma/burma-army-blocked-aid-to-fleeing-arakan-villagers-relief-group.html
http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/04/08/us-northkorea-usa-ngo-idUSKBN0MZ1FJ20150408
http://www.latimes.com/world/asia/la-fg-north-korea-deport-us-aid-worker-20150408-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/world/asia/la-fg-north-korea-deport-us-aid-worker-20150408-story.html
http://www.upi.com/Top_News/World-News/2015/04/11/Expelled-US-a%E2%80%A6orker-donated-2-million-annually-to-North-Korea/5401428723142/
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-32526595
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http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-32198576

Yemen

Deployment and aid delivery constraints

The arrival of MSF medical staff by boat was held up until 8 April MSF. Aid supply deliveries by air from
the ICRC and UNICEF did not reach Yemen until 10 and 14 April. Negotiations between the ICRC and the
Saudi Arabia-led coalition of eight nations, who control the air space and ports, took nearly a week.

Logistical problems and heavy fighting prevented the aid from reaching Yemen for another five and nine
days after permission had been granted on 5 April. Reuters (1), Reuters (2), Kuwait Times, Reuters, The
Straits Times, TRF, Reuters, UNICEF, Reuters (1) and Reuters (3).

On 15 April five merchant ships carrying food supplies were blocked off the coast of Yemen awaiting
search for weapons by warship personnel belongingto the Arab coalition. Reuters.

On 28 April, an aircraft belonging to the Saudi Arabia-led coalition bombed the runway of Sanaa Airport
as an lranian Red Crescent plane with aid supplies was approaching to land. The State of Oman and
Houthis controlling Sana’a airport had given the plane permission. The plane was forced to turn back.
The Guardian.

Ground access constraints

MSF reports that its health staff working in the hospital in Aden cannot leave the hospital. Since the
beginning of April, the number of patients reaching hospitals has gone down as road blocks prevent
access and fuel shortage makes transport difficult. TRF, MSF. The lack of electricity prevents surgery in
some hospitals. TRF, UN News Centre (1).

In the context of unpredictable violence, aid agencies find it hard to reach internally displaced and other
vulnerable people who struggle with increasing food and water shortage. IRIN (1), IRIN (2), UN News
Centre (2). International aid staff has largely been evacuated and some agencies find that their local staff
is not in a position to continue working as the feel the needto seek safety. Oxfam.

Insecurity
Insight

Data on People in Danger
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