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Dear team, 





I’ve just received a telephone call from a local councillor in Ma’arrat Misrin. Muhamed the driver has been found on the side of the road near the place where the car was abandoned. The councillor told me the following, as told to them by Muhamed:


The vehicle was ambushed by approximately six armed men


They were blindfolded and taken to the side


He heard some struggle and a gunshot, followed by yell, making him think that one of the team had been shot


They were taken to an unknown location


After about an hour, he was put in a vehicle (still blindfolded), driven an unknown distance and released


As he was being released, he was told to tell HC that the rest of the team would be killed unless received a ransom of €250,000





He doesn’t seem to know anything else. He is unharmed, but a bit shaken. They are going to keep him for awhile and maybe give him some medical attention. We might not get to speak to him until tomorrow.





Will you please give let me and David know the following:


What is your current plan of action?


And what are your recommendations for next steps?





Also:


We probably need to tell Sadiq’s family something soon. What are your plans for that?


What are we going to do about David Doolittle? I suspect we should contact the FCO and update them, if they don’t already know. What do you think?





Ghayth.
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